International
Montessori
Middle School

"Precious things are conveyed to the
younger generation through personal
contact with those who teach, not - or at
least not in the main - through textbooks.
It is this that primarily constitutes and
preserves culture." --Albert Einstein

Erkinder
In a traditional Erdkinder program (which is
German for “Earth Children” and what
Montessori middle schools are called), the
children live on a farm and their 'schooling'
consists of running the farm as a business,
including caring for the animals and tending
the crops. Interspersed with these weighty
tasks are academic studies based on real
books and field trips. The goal of Erdkinder
is to produce adults who are equipped with
the confidence in themselves and actual
skills to live in the real world. Of course,
each school that aspires to create a
Montessori middle school program must
work in tandem with its environment.
Without the acreage to run a farm, we look to
the natural environment we have and work to
create a rich curriculum that is deeply
connected it.
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"My vision of the future is no longer of
people taking exams and proceeding on that
verification from that secondary school to the
university, but of individuals passing from
one stage of independence to a higher [one],
by means of their own activity, through their
own effort or will, which constitutes the inner
evolution of the individual."
--Maria Montessori

International Montessori Middle School
Our Philosophy
The Montessori approach to adolescent
development addresses the most
fundamental needs of the 12 to15 year-old
child: community and identity. The
adolescents can develop a sense of who
they are while they study and work in a
place where their strengths are recognized.
In this diverse community where adults and
students collaborate, passions are
uncovered, intellects are stimulated and
contributions have real meaning.
Adolescents thrive in an environment where
the use of the brain is partnered with the
work of the hands. They develop true
responsibility in a culture that models
respect and expects hard work.
Adolescents are introduced to the workings
of adult society: division of labor,
commerce and exchange, discovery and
innovation -- while still immersed in the
beauty of natural surroundings. They learn
by living and by doing, as well as by
studying. They connect what they learn to
the solving of real problems and tasks.
Our Middle School curriculum includes
work in history/social studies, science,
basic math/geometry/algebra, language
arts, world cultures, literary studies, peace
studies and nature studies/ecology. Much

of the work in these subjects will cross over
with the work they do outdoors in nature
studies and the business that they run. We
also have plans for a peace curriculum that is
a continuation of the peacework they
completed at the elementary level, as well as
time devoted regularly to self expression and
the arts (including music).
By the end of this stage of development,
adolescents have developed a confidence for
public speaking and making presentations;
they have learned that work is serious and
noble; they have discovered the importance
of disciplined work and study habits; they
have come to understand their own gifts and
interests. They have gained both practical
and emotional independence, and they still
love to learn.
In short, they can depend on themselves to
create a life which honors their unique needs
while at the same time honoring the needs of
others.

Montessori Gardens
Our middle school students run a plant
business. With staff and parental support,
they plan, manage and run all aspects of
the business, including crafting a mission
statement, creating and implementing a
budget, planning venues, propagating
plants, marketing and sales. All proceeds
from Montessori Gardens go to middle
school materials and planned outings.

